
Central Florida Public School Boards Coalition 
Collectively Representing Over 1 Million Florida Students 

The Honorable Rick Scott 

Office of Governor Rick Scott 

The Capitol 

400 S Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

May 17, 2017 

Dear Governor Scott: 

The Central Florida Public School Boards Coalition (CFPSBC) is comprised of 13 Central 

Florida school districts which collectively represent over 1 million Florida students. On 

behalf of these students we are writing to urge you to VETO HB7069 as well as the 

Education Budget.  

The 2017-2018 Education Budget cuts the Base Student Allocation $27.07 statewide, which 

is $29.83 LOWER THAN 10 YEARS AGO. The financial resources to grant raises to our 

teachers and meet inflationary cost increases will be non-existent. This falls far short of your 

recommended increase in Education Funding that would have helped ensure a high quality 

public school system that lures businesses and jobs to our state in order to support our 

thriving economy. Please send a message to legislators that further cuts to education 

funding will not be tolerated. 

While HB7069 includes some provisions that were advocated for by superintendents and 

school board members; our primary objection to the bill is that the vetting process by 

legislators and the public was completely circumvented. All transparency and due process 

vanished by publishing a 274-page omnibus bill that contains legislation that was never 

vetted or in some cases rejected by committee. The public was not allowed testimony nor 

were amendments allowed due to the conforming nature of the bill. Furthermore, several 

stand-alone bills that were vetted through the legitimate process were combined into this 

bill that have no business in a conforming bill. We believe this sets a dangerous precedent 

for abuse of the legislative system under Florida’s Constitution. 

While there are troubling provisions and programs contained in the conforming bill, the lack 

of transparency and adherence to due process alone should be reason enough to veto a bill 

that barely passed the Senate by only one vote.  And during a time of economic prosperity, 

to accept an Education Budget that rejects the value placed on education by the Senate and 

your office is unconscionable. It fails to provide adequate funding to recruit and retain 

teachers, meet inflation costs, or make progress in post-recession funding gaps that fund 

services and facilities vital to students.  



Businesses and families want to relocate to a state that values its children and places a 

priority on the education of its citizens. Economic prosperity occurs when education funding 

flows back into the community. For these reasons we ask you to stand with the students of 

Florida and their families through a VETO of HB 7069 and the Education Budget for 2017-

2018. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Andy Ziegler Linda Kobert 
Chair, Brevard County School Board Vice-Chair Orange County School Board 
Chair, CFPSBC Vice-Chair, CFPSBC 
Ziegler.andy@brevardschools.org Linda.kobert@ocps.net  

 

 

Cc:  Kim McDougal, Chief of Staff 

       Ashley Spicola, Education Policy Coordinator 

 

mailto:Ziegler.andy@brevardschools.org
mailto:Linda.kobert@ocps.net

